AT HOME

The Great
Landscape

A LOVE OF MODERN ARCHITECTURE SET THE FOUNDATION FOR A
STREAMLINED HOME WITH UNDENIABLY CLEVER STORAGE
WORDS: ANNA SHELSWELL-WHITE
PHOTOS: PHILIP LAUTERBACH
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The Kitchen
The island allows the couple to
engage with family and friends
in a relaxed, sociable way and
takes the stress out of meal prep.
From a design perspective it
added a new dimension as
well as drama and glamour.
The thick, natural stone
counter top makes the
island look substantial and
inviting. Miele appliances
were chosen for their high
performance and low noise
output. The pull-out swing
larders mean no condiment
or canned food can be
overlooked. From a busy
mother’s perspective, a
combi oven delivers, switching
from roasting to reheating
baby food in an instant.
A Quooker hot tap has cleared
the unsightly kettle from the
counter. Although the kitchen is
ultra modern it is child friendly
and easy to maintain
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Fact file
THE PEOPLE: Denise Walsh,
managing director of Donovan
Walsh Design, her husband,
Stephen, and their two children
Lily, 1, and Bess, 5
THE PROPERTY: A new build with
three bedrooms in a Special Area of
Conservation with an adjacent ring
fort filled with oak trees
LOCATION: By the River Mulchair,
Co Tipperary.
WHAT THEY DID: Working with
their architect Scott Tallon Walker,
modernity and originality were top
of the priority list with the creation
of a living space that complements
the surrounding landscape

D

enise Walsh’s journey
towards an ultra-modern,
original house with
maximum sensitivity to
the landscape began in
August 2008, with the
arrival of her first child, Bess.
“My husband’s folks were very generous
in giving us this most extraordinary site,”
she says. “As this was a new build, we were
engaging with our architects Scott Tallon
Walker right from the start,” says Denise
whose personal taste in modern architects
such as Mies Van Der Rohe, Pierre Koenig
and Richard Neutra was a direct influence
on her choice of firm.
“We opted for an open-plan living space
with 70% floor-to-ceiling glass. As an interior
designer, I allowed the architecture and
surrounding landscape to guide the overall
look and feel of the kitchen and fitted
furniture. The designs are clean and simple,
and the contrast of materials quite dynamic,
but I feel it works well against the softness
of the landscape,” says Denise.
The kitchen is simple and understated,
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The pendants above the island were a specific design choice
and are from Atomic Interiors. “They remind me of old
Parisian cafe pendants, with a modern twist. It’s nice to
pay homage to the past in a modern design,” says Denise.
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The utility room, although compact, is
effective. Located off the kitchen it is easily
accessed, or concealed, by a large sliding
door. Open shelving takes advantage of the
3.2m ceiling height, and is deep enough to
accommodate large baskets, bulky kitchen
equipment, large trays, platters and bowls

“We managed to prevent
the kitchen from
looking too domestic”

The simple, clean open shelving structure is softened with inserted Iroko
boxes that connect the piece to the space. The wood provides visual
continuity and makes for practical storage with sections designed for
different purposes. All these considerations were built into the design; even
sockets and wire placements were determined before the unit was made

yet functions brilliantly, thanks to integrated
appliances and clever storage solutions.
“These are hidden and discreet so we
managed to prevent it from looking too
domestic,” Denise says.
The build itself was remarkably easy,
according to Denise, although she admits
that getting planning permission in an Area
of Special Conservation was a challenge.
The couple engaged with various
consultants to alleviate any concerns in
relation to the building’s impact on the
environment. This included an ecologist’s
report on the surrounding habitat of badgers
as well as the impact of the build given its
close proximity to the river.
While it did prolong the process, Denise
sees it as a blessing in disguise.
“It was an excellent education for us. We
did a walk-through with our ecologist and
are now able to see signs of nature working
everywhere. We can identify badgers’ paths
by the rooting mounds, we can spot otters’
paw prints in the river embankments and
note the presences of deer, owls and bats.”
And by mitigating any risk to the
environment by digging a protective trench
around the perimeter of the build, Denise
Walsh their modern and streamlined vision
was accepted by the planners and remains at
one with nature.
For more information on Denise’s bespoke
designs contact Donovan Walsh Design,
Leinster: 01 531 3006 Munster 061 514 600,
Donovanwalshdesign.com
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Log On
Peek inside tons
more real homes at
Houseandhome.ie
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